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The following broad goals reflect the input and priorities of Plan Area residents and are the guiding principles of this Official Community Plan. These goals will be used by the Regional District and senior government agencies to help guide future decisions on development proposals, environmental protection initiatives, and infrastructure development in the Plan Area

	5.0   VISION AND BROAD GOALS 
[bookmark: _Toc42860574][bookmark: _Toc44540280][bookmark: _Toc60663618][bookmark: _Toc132709432]5.1   Vision
The Plan Area’s communities and settlement area share a similar rural lifestyle and values.  While each may face its own unique challenges, community consultation identified a set of common values and a shared vision for the Plan Area. The following vision statement describes a preferred future: 
Electoral Area “E” is a rural area made up of the Naramata village, surrounding farm land, and smaller residential neighbourhoods. Residents value the quiet rural character, sense of community, and proximity to nature. 
Naramata village is a vibrant place with a diversity of families that supports year-round businesses and respects the history and quaint character of the area. The natural areas and farm land are preserved through stewardship and public education.



	6.1	Social
1.	Designate land use sectors to reduce conflicts between uses and to encourage the development of compatible land uses.
2.	Encourage a cost effective and efficient development pattern in terms of physical (e.g. water, roads, waste water, and storm water management) and social services (e.g. schools, recreation).
3.	Provide for safe, quiet, and attractive residential neighbourhoods and rural areas that will satisfy the housing and social needs of all Naramata residents.
4.	Protect and enhance the unique “village character” of the townsite of Naramata.
5.	Encourage conservation of cultural and heritage values.
6.	Ensure future development and growth are compatible with community values (e.g. scenic vistas, green space, privacy, quality of life, low population density, rural ambiance).
7.	Protect and enhance public access along the foreshore of Okanagan Lake.
8.	Maintain public access to parks and recreation areas, with new development required to provide green space and connectivity to public areas.
	[bookmark: _Toc42860575][bookmark: _Toc44540281][bookmark: _Toc60663619][bookmark: _Toc132709433]5.2   Broad Goals
The following broad goals reflect the input and priorities of Plan Area residents and are the guiding principles of this Official Community Plan.  The goals will be used by the Regional District and senior government agencies to help guide future decisions on development proposals, infrastructure development and environmental protection initiatives in the Plan Area:
.1 Community Spirit. Maintain the friendly, small town feel and support community events and groups.
.2 Environment. Conserve the natural beauty and ecosystems in the area and strengthen protection of environmental assets.
.3 Climate Actions. Mitigate GHG emissions; and reduce community risks from wildfire, flood, and other natural disasters. 
.4 Rural Character. Maintain a peaceful quality of life that respects the unique heritage of the area and prevents sprawl on the hillsides.
.5 Affordability. Increase opportunities for affordable housing, small businesses, and employment to attract a diversity of ages and backgrounds to the village. 
.6 Agriculture. Preserve the farm character of the area, encourage farm-compatible uses on ALR land, and discourage subdivision and over-development.
.7 Infrastructure. Improve and support the development of new infrastructure, including community water and sanitary sewer systems and improved internet connectivity.
.8 Economic Development. Encourage development of small businesses in the village that can be supported year-round.
.9 Community Health and Safety. Promote community wellbeing and aging in place. 
.10 Penticton Indian Band. Improve and expand communications, consultation, and engagement with Penticton Indian Band. 


	6.2	Economic
1.	Ensure an orderly level of growth to protect the “rural sense of community” in Naramata, and to ensure that growth does not result in large tax increases.
2.	Maintain slow managed growth that fosters the agricultural and small business character of Naramata, and support for agri-tourism.
3.	Promote the area’s unique character at the same time as adapting to the business needs as demographics shift.
	

	6.3	Environmental
1.	Protect important and sensitive features of the natural environment.
2.	Direct development away from areas of high natural hazards to areas of no or low natural hazards.
3.	Ensure appropriate solutions to reduce the risk of hazards to development.
4.	Preserve agricultural land.
5.	Promote a system of representative protected areas and biological corridors.
6.	Protect the quantity and quality of water resources and waterways.
7.	Ensure growth is managed along with the physical nature and natural limitations of the land base.
8.	Consider the protection of trees within the Naramata townsite.
	

	6.4	Other
1.	Keep regulations to a minimum and ensure consistent and appropriate enforcement.
2.	Ensure communication and community participation in decision making and work collaboratively with the adjacent City of Penticton.
3.	Balance economic, social, and environmental values.
	

	
	



