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RDOS Water Systems

• The RDOS manages 10 small water systems within 
the region that focusses on residential users.

• In the Similkameen, the only system managed by the 
RDOS is in Olalla. 

• Water use regulation bylaw no. 2824, 2019 outlines 
responsibilities of the RDOS and applies to users of 
the managed systems.



Water Management in BC

• Working with other organizations
Provincial Departments: Forests, Natural 
Resources, Environment, Municipal Affairs, Ag and 
Agri-Food

Local purveyors: Irrigation and Improvement 
districts

Municipal Governments: Penticton, 
Summerland, Princeton, Keremeos 
Regional organizations: OBWB – Make 
Water Work, OK Waterwise



Water Restriction Stages

• A scale has been developed to indicate the 
level of concern conditions in the region:

– snowpack, precipitation, freshet, groundwater 
recharge, infrastructure limitations, water 
quality and level of demand.

– Users are asked to water on specified days 
based on even/odd civic address numbers.



Regional Water Restrictions

Stage Normal indicates no 
particular concerns, however, 
sensible consumption is 
expected based on the semi-arid 
environment we live in. 

Stage Normal is the baseline, increasing 
through Stage 1 to Stage 4 



Stage 1

Stage 1 introduces a limitation 
on outdoor watering by 
requesting a 10% reduction 
on use. 

The focus for Stage 1 is to encourage efficiencies in watering 
practices and drought awareness. Generally implemented when 
restrictions are expected to escalate



Stage 2 encourages a 20% reduction 
in outdoor watering as well as 
reducing frequency to once a week

Stage 2

Necessary reductions in response to local water supply concerns 
and/or drought conditions. Restrictions apply to residential, 
commercial and institutional users. Voluntary reductions for 
Agricultural users.



Manual and automatic sprinkling not permitted for residential users, 
no establishment allowances for new landscaping. Commercial and 
institutional use limited to 1 day a week. Agricultural users restricted 
to 2 days a week

Stage 3 is a significant reduction 
of 50% consumption and no 
sprinkling or lawn watering. 
Triggered by serious drought 
concerns and increasing risk of 
wildfire

Stage 3



Stage 4

Residential, commercial and institutional outdoor use not permitted. 
Agricultural use allowed to sustain livestock and perennial crops

Stage 4 represents a critical 
shortage of water and no 
outdoor watering of any kind is 
permitted, 90% reduction 
required. Critical supply is at 
risk. Fire protection supply 
compromised.



Suggested 
Actions

Reduce outdoor watering by recommended 
percentage. A slow reduction in use allows 
landscaping to adjust to less water. Less 
surface watering can encourage healthy 
deep root growth and increase stability of 
trees, shrubs and even turf. 



Suggested 
Actions

Assess irrigation 
systems for leaks and 
inefficiencies. A drip 
system is the most 
effective and lowest 
water use irrigation 
plan for residential 
landscaping. Leaks can 
account for substantial 
volume loss.



Suggested Actions

Review landscaping and 
replace thirsty plants with 
dry climate native species. 

See:
www.makewaterwork.ca
for recommendations on 
water conservation

http://www.makewaterwork.ca/


Makewaterwork.ca



Expectations for users

There are updates on 
the RDOS website and 
social media platforms 
for Stage Normal at the 
beginning of the 
growing season and 
when any changes are 
made. 



Drought progression

As restrictions 
escalate, signs 
will be placed 
throughout the 
community to 
inform residents 
of changing 
conditions.



Additional info

RDOS website 

https://www.rdos.bc.ca/utilities/water-systems/

RDOS Regional Connections

https://rdosregionalconnections.ca/water-conservation

Voyent Alert

https://www.rdos.bc.ca/newsandevents/notifications/

https://www.rdos.bc.ca/utilities/water-systems/
https://rdosregionalconnections.ca/water-conservation
https://www.rdos.bc.ca/newsandevents/notifications/


Statistics and data

www.makewaterwork.ca



BC Drought Information Portal 





Thanks for your interest and 
participation!

Shelley Fiorito
Project Coordinator, Utilities

sfiorito@rdos.bc.ca
250-490-4110

Questions??

mailto:sfiorito@rdos.bc.ca

